
 

1001 Books Before Kindergarten 

Welcome! 

The Wauwatosa Public Library’s Children’s Department has developed 1001 Books Before 
Kindergarten to help your family expose your children to outstanding literature and art. 

Attached you will find your child’s first reading log. Each time your child listens to a book, write down 
the title. These titles should include books read to your child by you, caregivers, siblings, librarians, 
etc. We understand children love to listen to particular titles over and over, which is great! Children 
benefit from repetition when building early literacy skills. In an effort to introduce your child to a wide 
variety of literature, we encourage you to explore new books too. 

To help achieve that goal, you will also find attached:  

· a list of recommended titles 
· a list of literacy concepts with explanations 

Working from the list of recommended titles helps you expose your child to important literacy 
concepts and a wide vocabulary before they start school. You may also find new favorite books and 
authors you might not have found otherwise. 

When you complete your first log, please come in to the Library so we can give you the next log. We 
also love to talk to you and your child about what books you have shared and enjoyed! 

When your child completes the program, they will choose a book to be placed in their honor in the 
Wauwatosa Public Library’s picturebook collection. Other children will be able to check out and enjoy 
the book for years to come. 

Reading is a joyful activity, so have fun! Relish the stories and time spent reading together, and please 
share with us what you discover. 

Sincerely, 

Abby, Sharon, Brianna, and Megan 

Wauwatosa Children’s Librarians  

 



Reading Log 50 

1. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

12. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

13. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

14. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

15. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

DATE   TITLE     AUTHOR 

 

Little You = Gidagaashiinh (Van Camp) 



16.  _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

17. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

18. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

19. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

20. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

21. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

22. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

23. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

24. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

25. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

26. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

27. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

28. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

29. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

30. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

31. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

32. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

33. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

34. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

35. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

36. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

37. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

38. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

39. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

40. __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

41. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

42. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

43. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

44. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

45. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

46. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

47. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

48. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

49. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

50. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Goldilocks and the Three Bears (Marshall)  



Wauwatosa Public Library’s 

1001 Books Before Kindergarten 
Recommended Titles #1 

When log 500 is completed you will receive another recommended list.   
As your child moves through the program you will find the titles in the  

succeeding list a bit more challenging. 
 

10 Minutes till Bedtime      PIC Rathmann 
Actual Size        591.4 J418 

Alphabatics        ABC MacDonald 
An Egg is Quiet       591.16 As86 

And Tango Makes Three      PIC Richardson 
Angus and the Ducks      PIC Flack 
Animal ABC        ABC Pfister 
Babbit         PIC Monks 

Baby Goes to Market      PIC Atinuke 
Beautiful                  PIC McAnulty 

Bedtime for Frances       PIC Hoban  
Before Morning       PIC Sidman 
Big Red Barn        PIC Brown 

Big Mooncake for Little Star     PIC Lin 
Blueberries for Sal       PIC McCloskey  

Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?   PIC Martin 

Buzz Buzz Buzz       PIC Barton 
Carrot Seed        PIC Krauss 

Change Sings: A Children’s Anthem    PIC Gorman 
Chicka Chicka Boom Boom      ABC Martin 

Child’s Good Night Book      PIC Brown 

City Shapes        PIC Murray 
Color Zoo        Color Ehlert 
Corduroy        PIC Freeman  
Crescent Moons and Pointed Minarets    PIC Khan   
Crown: An Ode to a Fresh Cut     PIC Barnes 
Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus    PIC Willems 
Du Iz Tak?        PIC Ellis 
Duck on a Bike       PIC Shannon 

Each Peach Pear Plum      PIC Ahlberg 
Fire Truck        PIC Sis 

First the Egg        PIC Seeger 
Five Little Ducks       BB Raffi 
Float         PIC Miyares 
Fox and the Crow       398 Ae8fox 
Freight Train        PIC Crews 



Frog Went A-courtin’      PIC Langstaff 
Go Away, Big Green Monster     PIC Emberley 
Golden Domes and Silver Lanterns    COL Khan 

Goldilocks and the Three Bears     various 

Good Night Gorilla       PIC/BB Rathmann 
Goodnight Moon       PIC Brown 

Growing Vegetable Soup      PIC Ehlert 
Happy Birthday Moon      PIC Asch 
Happy to be Nappy       BB hooks 

Harold and the Purple Crayon     PIC Johnson 
Hat Trilogy        PIC Klassen 

· I Want My Hat Back 
· This is Not My Hat 
· We Found a Hat 

Have you Seen My Duckling     PIC Tafuri 
Hole is to Dig: A First Book of Definitions   PIC Krauss 

Hooray for Fish!       BB Cousins 

House         PIC Henkes 
House is a House for Me      PIC Hoberman 

I See You        PIC Genhart 
If the Dinosaurs Came Back     PIC Most 
If you Give a Mouse a Cookie     PIC Numeroff 
In Andal’s House       PIC Whelan 
In the Night Kitchen       PIC Sendak 

In the Small Small Pond      PIC Fleming 

Jabari Jumps        PIC Cornwall 
Jesse Bear, What Will You Wear?     PIC Carlstrom 

Joseph had a Little Overcoat     PIC Taback 

Kindhearted Crocodile      PIC Panzieri 
King Bidgood’s in the Bathtub     PIC Wood 

Kitten’s First Full Moon      PIC Henkes 
Knuffle Bunny: A Cautionary Tale     PIC Willems 

Little Mouse, the Red Ripe Strawberry, and the  
Big Hungry Bear      PIC Wood 

Little Red Hen       various 

Little Toot        PIC Gramatky 

Little You/Gidagaashiinh      PIC Van Camp 
Long, Long Line       123 Ohmura 

Lyle, Lyle, Crocodile       PIC Wager 
Make Way for Ducklings      PIC McCloskey 

Mary Had a Little Lab      PIC Fliess 
Mary Had a Little Lamb      PIC Hale/PIC Hoberman 
May I Bring a Friend       PIC de Regniers 



“More More More,” said the Baby     PIC Williams 

Mother Goose and Nursery Rhymes    PIC/various 
Mr. Gumpy’s Outing       PIC Burningham 

Mister Seahorse       PIC Carle 

Muncha! Muncha! Muncha!      PIC Fleming 
My Friend Rabbit       PIC Rohmann 

Napping House       PIC Wood 
No, David        PIC Shannon 

Noah’s Ark        PIC Spier 
Not a Box        BB/PIC Portis 
Officer Buckle and Gloria      PIC Rathmann 

Old Black Fly        PIC Aylesworth 

Once a Mouse       PIC Brown 
Pete the Cat and His Four Groovy Buttons   PIC Pete 

Pierre: A Cautionary Tale in Five Chapters   PIC Sendak 
Plume         PIC Simler 
Polar Bear, Polar Bear, What Do You Hear?   PIC Martin 

Poky Little Puppy       PIC Lowrey 
Press Here        PIC Tullet 
Rabbit and the Not-So-Big-Bad Wolf    PIC Escoffier 
Rhyming Dust Bunnies      PIC Thomas 
Richard Scarry       PIC Scarry 

Rosie’s Walk        PIC Hutchins 
Runaway Bunny       PIC Brown 

Sheep in a Jeep       PIC Shaw 

Sick Day for Amos McGee      PIC Stead 
Sidewalk Flowers       PIC Lawson 
Skin Again        PIC hooks 
Snowman        PIC Briggs 
Snowy Day        PIC Keats 

Spot Can Count       123 Hill 
Spots, Feathers and Curly Tails     PIC Tafuri 
Tale of Peter Rabbit       Little Potter 
Tall         PIC Alborough 
Ten, Nine, Eight       123 Bang 

That is Not a Good Idea!      PIC Willems 

There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly   PIC Taback 
This Book is Not For You!      PIC Hale 

Three Billy Goats Gruff      various 
Three Little Kittens       various 

Three Little Pigs       various 

To Market, To Market      PIC Miranda 
Tree is Nice        PIC Udry 



Very Busy Spider       PIC Carle 

Very Hungry Caterpillar      PIC Carle 
Very Special House       PIC Krauss 

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt     PIC Rosen 

What’s the Time, Mr. Wolf      PIC Gliori 
Wheels on the Bus       BB/PIC Raffi 
When Sophie Gets Angry--Really, Really Angry   SEL Bang 
When the Wind Stops      PIC Zolotow 

Where the Wild Things Are      PIC Sendak 

Where’s Spot?       PIC Hill 
Whistle for Willie       PIC Keats 

Who Sank the Boat?       PIC Allen 

Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People’s Ears    PIC Aardema 
Why the Sun and the Moon Live in the Sky   PIC Dayrell 
You Matter        PIC Robinson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


